FOSTER POND RENOVATION COMPLETED ON JUNE 29TH
Steve Anderson, Washington County Conservation Board

It was a hundred degrees in the shade here in SE Iowa- the problem being that there was no shade.  No doubt ice cream sales were booming and the swimming pools were full.  What may well have been in doubt was the intelligence of those of us working hard for three consecutive days to pick up the dead carp, green sunfish, and bullheads from Foster Pond.  Then again, our goal was and is to be a good neighbor, and the fish were most certainly smelling less like roses every hour!  By the time it was all done on July 5th, every fish carcass had been measured, tallied, and disposed of through burial.
Any one of the above named three fish species is absolutely undesirable in a 4 acre fishery such as this, and when all three were present the tough decision was made to start it over.  To accomplish this, the Washington County Conservation Board was blessed to receive the guidance and assistance of the Fisheries Section of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  Their assistance included 90% cost share for the expenditures (through the Fish Habitat Stamp Fund) as well as a huge amount of physical assistance in preparing, completing, and cleaning up after the renovation itself.
We began this process by lowering the water level in Foster Pond- it was absolutely essential that the chemical treated water not leave the pond.  This turned out to be no small task.  Our quick math told us that lowering the pond even one foot amounted to 1.4 million gallons of water.  Each of the 4” siphons was removing 300,000 gallons per day, and we put in two with the goal of being able to lower it a foot every two or three days.  The flaw in our math turned out to be that 300,000 gallons were also running in each day, and more than that during a couple of those storms!  Eventually, the siphons did reduce the pond’s water level by two feet very critical feet.  At that point, another partner came forward in the United States Fish & Wildlife Service lending us a pump which drew the pond down an additional 4 vertical feet in just two days.  
Immediately after the Rotenone was added on June 29th it became apparent that we had made the right decision.  It was surprising to us just how many big carp and bullheads were in that pond.  Fact is, they represented nearly 60% of the total pounds of fish per acre in the pond, and it would have just gotten worse in time.  Anyone with knowledge of how these fish act also understands that they were also having a negative impact on water quality and clarity.  In fact, a week after they were removed, it is amazing how much the water has cleared up there!  Another great thing is that the rains have subsided and the water level remains 6 feet low even now (the toxicity of the Rotenone is now gone).
The Washington County Conservation Board appreciates your patience and understanding as we work with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources towards rebuilding this fishery (will start this fall).  We hope that you, your children, and even their children will gleam the benefits of our action starting in a few short years.  In the short term, we have gotten a number of reports of excellent fishing in several of our other properties, and we encourage you to visit them often.  
